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(57) Abstract

In the combination of a microcomputer (10) and a peripheral
device (15) therefor, wherein electrical connection between the mic-
rocomputer and the peripheral device is by way of an edge connector
(12) in the microcomputer and an array of connectors (22) (for mak-
ing connection with the contact pads (20) of the edge connector) on
the peripheral device, two of the connectors (40) are bridged electri-
cally so that two of the pads (50, 52) of the edge connector (12) are
short circuited before electrical contact is made between any other
connectors of the array and their corresponding edge connector pads,
on insertion, (or prior to contact being broken between other connec-
tors of the array and the edge connector pads, on removal). The mic-
rocomputer is provided with circuit means (60) responsive to short cir-
cuiting of the said two contact pads to initiate emergency shut down
of the microcomputer. Where the application of voltages to the peri-
pheral device has to follow a particular sequence, the connectors (22)
in the array are of differing effective lengths automatically to effect a
required sequenccing in the application or removal of voltages to the
different circuits incorporated in the peripheral device (15) when the
latter is interconnected with, or disconnected from, the microcompu-
ter. The connectors (22) may have the same effective mechanical
length, but include electrically “active” regions and "“dead” regions, to
define different electrical lengths.
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